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' I 'nis ib WHA'l' David S. Lifton asks you to believe: 
X President Kennedy was killed by “plotters”— some 
people m the executive branch, including members of the 
becret bervice — who shot from the front. Then they altered 
the evidence, that is, they did surgery on the president’s 
head and torso, to make it appear that all shots came from 
me rear, thus setting up Lee Harvey Oswald as the patsy, 
to cap: out the alterations, the plotters stole Kennedy’s 
My from Its ornate coffin before Air Force One, returning 
from Dallas, landed at Andrews Air Force Base While TV- 
watchers around the world saw the coffin— now empty- 
bemg unloaded from one door of the plane, the plotters 
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If nothing else, Lifton can claim to have developed prob- 





^veral yeare of advanc^ medical training after leaving the 
Navy, was different from the other personnel I hunted 
down on tte project” because “he was a keen observer.” So 
why pick 0 Connor over Jenkins? That kind of Selectivity 
stnKes me as coming very close tocheating.'i«k*>', V--; - ^ 

military morgu^The Plot 

to Kill tlw Resident (to be published :m -April)^^ c 

^ross tnth all the excitement of a wheat market report 
lh.e -Pmt^ew out of the costly and often clumsy investiga- 
Committee on Assassinatiohs, 
which G. :^^rt Blakey served as dhief counsel and staff 
director and Richard N. Billings (a Z,i/e m^asine alumnus) 
^ ^tor..Anyone who kept up with newspaper accounts of 
their com^tto s^work wiU already know broadly the con- 

clusions of The R/ot-President Kennedy was done in by 

the mob, which c^rd^ted its assassins, firing from the ' 
^ Hmyey, Oswald, firing from 
me book depc^itory. The most impressive work done by the 
Hoi^e conmitoe was to develop acoustical evidence that 
shots were fir^ from more than one direction: Jack Ruby is 
^esente^laborately-^as the Sob’s hit man, to silence 
... uswald.: 

Motive? Welk having helped rig^ to^ 
put Kennedy m the White House, the, mob felt betrayed 
when he named his brother Bobby to head the Justice De- ■ 

p^ment and then Bobby began a heavyweight crackdovm 
on organized crime. But what really made Kennedy. vulher- ^ 
abler say Blakey and Billings, was that he stooped to the 
mobs leyelm. Ins sex life, even to sharing a girlfriend with 
Mafia. lu.npm Sam Giancma^a liaistm that B&B see- iis 
Kennedy s fatal flaw, the error in judgment for which the 
g^ wodd demand their due. ;i ; From the mob’s point 
compromised. He had crossed 

Actu^y the stuff I like 'b^t hi Ptofis maintal ’ 
such as the Story about how the Secret Service, fearing ^ 
Dall^ ambush of Lyndon Johnson, used Mrs:. jGhnson,aS i/ 
way teby^'^ Potential assassins’ fire. You’ve ifcorne-aiiea;^ k 



-.ably grisliest and most bizarre of the countless Kennedy 
r.^s^^tion cov^ plots. But what really makes this 
^ much his razzle-dazzle theories as 
■- the sheer fanati^ energy that rolls through these 747 
nomethnes dense and tangled pages— a. torrent of inter- 
views,_mmors, personal musings, egotistical flights, reinter- 
pretations, recollections of feuds vvitb .other assassination 

critics, innuendos, charts and history. ‘ 

^t readers Who aren’t drbWned by all that will begm to 
notice that Litoh isn’t always: quite fair. Just like the War- 
ren Commission, he doesn’t pay much attention "to good 
witnesses who disagree with the outcome he has decided on, 
there were two lab technologists— James 
Jenkins and Paul O’Cbhnor— who helped prepare. Ken-' 
nedy’s body for the autopsy arid assisted the surgeons dur- ' 
mg the investigation. Years after the event, Lifton. inter- 
viewed both. He says Jenkins “insisted” Kennedy’s brain 

was there and that he himself had performed the usual au- 
topsy treatment of it. O’Gbnnor, on the other hand , gave 
Lifton loads of such statements as: “he didn’t have any 
brains left”; “there wasn’t ariything to remove”; “the cra- 
nium was empty”; “there was no brain on the body, near 
toe body, or in toe casket, or anything that I know of.” . - 

Lifton decided to go with O’Connor and make him the - 
foundation for the purlomed-brain theory; Jenkins is 
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